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now intending to sell the place altogether, and though he never succeeded in finding a purchaser, we have no reason to suppose that he ever refused fair terms. And we have a further proof that he could part with magnificence to relieve himself from distress, in the fact that at this time he removed from Bedford House, where he had been living lately, and retired to his old lodgings in Gray's Inn, "for quiet, and the better to hold out."
At this time an unexpected chance presented itself of obtaining the sort of provision which he stood so much in need of, under conditions peculiarly suitable and becoming, and free from all objection. It may be remembered that on the 26th of July, 1608, when he was meditating on the measures to be taken for the publication and furtherance of the new philosophy, and more particularly for procuring histories of nature as well in her errors and wanderings as under the pressure of the mechanical arts, one of the measures which occurred to him (being then only Solicitor General, with no prospect of speedy advancement) was the procuring for himself some situation fit for carrying on such a work.
" Laying for a place to command wits and pens. Westminster, Eton, "Winchester, .... Trinity College in Cambridge, St. John's in Cambridge, Maudlin College in Oxford ; and bespeaking this betimes with the King, ray Lord Archbishop, my Lord Treasurer."
His course of rapid advancement, which began a few years after, and his growing importance as a law officer and councillor, had set this speculation aside. But now that' office and income and importance in council were gone, such a situation became again for the same reason a thing to be desired. And, strange to say, it offered itself just at the right time, and gave the King an opportunity of doing a good thing which (if he had done it) would have been one of the best remembered acts of his life, and best deserving to be remembered with honor.nest at this time about the marriage it is not easy to make out.   But the breach between theon-                                              *-'
